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Introduction
The majority of empirical studies on the firm level have focused only on the manufacturing sector, largely because there are few datasets that allow a detailed investigation of the service sector. However, the German structural survey in the services sector ("Strukturerhebung im Dienstleistungsbereich"), hereafter called the "German business services statistics", contains a dataset that gives a better picture about enterprises and professional persons in the business-related services sector, namely, firms that are active in the German WZ2003 Sections I (transport, storage and communication) and K (real estate, renting and business activities). In the remainder of this paper, Section 2 gives an overview of the business services statistics. Section 3 describes the variables included in the panel dataset, and in 
About the data
Based on an initiative by the European Union (European Council, 1996) enterprises and professional persons with information in all three reporting years (see Table 1 ). This corresponds to 57.2 percent of all enterprises that participated in the 
Variables included
The business services statistics panel includes information about the economic sector, the number of employed persons, total turnover, salaries and wages, investment, and variations in stocks. However, small statistical units with an annual sum of turnover and other operating income lower than EUR 250,000 are given an abbreviated questionnaire, so more detailed information, like information on nondomestic turnover, is missing for these statistical units. A complete list of the variables included for enterprises and professional persons with an annual sum of turnover and other operating income that is smaller than EUR 250,000 and for those with an annual sum of turnover and other operating income that is equal or greater than EUR 250,000 can be found in Table 2 . The questionnaire that is presented here was used in the reporting years 2003-2007.
The variables included in the business services statistics follow the Commission
Regulation concerning the definitions of characteristics for structural business statistics (European Commission, 1998). As a result, it is possible to compute, for example, the value-added at factor costs (i.e., the gross income from operating activities after adjusting for operating subsidies and indirect taxes) and the gross operating surplus (i.e., the surplus that is generated by operating activities after the labour factor input has been recompensed) in line with the definition by the European Commission (1998, p. 55f).
Table 2
Variables included in the
German business services statistics panel 2003 to 2007
Variables included in questionnaire for enterprises and professional persons with an annual sum of turnover and other operating income that is: smaller than EUR 250,000 greater than or equal to EUR 250,000 Economic sector X X Legal form X X Number of subsidiaries X X Turnover and other operating income (VAT excluded) X X -turnover X -exports X -other operating income X Number of persons employed (on 30.9.) X X -part-time employed persons X -female employed persons X -employees (i.e., wage and salary earners) X X -apprentices X (Gross) Wages and salaries X X Social security costs X X Material expenses (deductible VAT excluded) X X -for goods and services purchased for resale in the same condition as received X -for raw materials and consumables X -other operating charges X -charges for rents and operational leasing X X Stocks at the beginning and the and of the year (valued at acquisition costs/deductible with VAT excluded) X X -stocks of goods and services purchased for resale in the same condition as received X -stocks of raw materials and consumables X -stocks of finished self-produced goods and work in progress (valued at cost of production) X Gross investment X X -in machinery and equipment X -in buildings and structures X -in land X -capitalised production X -in intangible assets X -in software X Taxes on production, public fees and charges X X Subsidies X X For statistical units with subsidiaries in more than one Federal State:
turnover, wages and salaries, investment, employed persons broken down by Federal States 
Research potential
The German business services statistics panel dataset has enough observations to allow detailed analyses of business services enterprises and professional persons over time. Thus, it is possible to test whether findings that have been derived almost solely from the manufacturing sector are transferable to the business services sector. Included are working proprietors, partners working regularly in the enterprise and unpaid family workers, full-and part-time workers, employees, persons who work outside, civil servants, apprentices, trainees and voluntary workers. In the case of multinational companies, the turnover of foreign subsidiaries is excluded.
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For example, the Establishment Panel of the Institute for Employment Research of the Federal Labour Services in Germany (Institut für Arbeitsmarkt-und Berufsforschung der Bundesagentur für Arbeit/ IAB) contains business services establishments and these establishments' percentage of exports to total turnover (see Kölling, 2000) . However, the small sample size of business services establishments does not allow for detailed analyses of business services establishments that export. In particular, the number of enterprises beginning export activities is very small, which inhibits, for example, the analysis of the self-selection into export markets. Further, the turnover tax statistics panel from the German Federal Statistical Office and the statistical offices of the Federal States includes all business services enterprises whose annual total turnover exceeds EUR 17,500. However, the analysis of business services enterprises that export is limited by the fact that the dataset contains only the exports of goods and not the exports of services (see Vogel and Dittrich, 2008) . 
Prospects
Because of the German WZ2008, the NACE Revision 2 (see European Parliament, 2006 ) and the revised regulations concerning structural business statistics (see European Parliament, 2008) , the design of the business services statistics will change with the reporting year 2008. According to Redling (2008) , the considered business lines will be extended to more services sectors (including sectors that were seen as manufacturing sectors in the NACE Revision 1.1), and a completely new sample will be drawn. The statistics will also include new variables, namely, the number of employees expressed in full-time equivalent units, payments for agency workers, and more detailed information about turnover (e.g., information about the exports to EU and non-EU countries). However, more detailed information about 
